
WIZARDS OF WORDS 2015 

Liberty Corner School is pleased to announce that Wizards of Words 2015 will take place during the 

week of March 16.  Wizards of Words is a program designed to provide our students with the opportunity 

to meet and intimately converse with award-winning authors and illustrators.  The children have the 

chance to hear directly from the authors about what inspires them to write; where they get their ideas for 

books; how they go about writing a book; and what it takes to get a book published.  And, there’s always 

time for Q&A!!  It is a much anticipated component of the Liberty Corner School curriculum. 

On Monday, March 16, students in grades 1 through 5 will have the opportunity to meet author Sarah 

Weeks.  Sarah Weeks has written more than fifty picture books and novels for children and young 

adults including the best selling novels, So B. It and Pie.   So. B. It has won many awards (including the 

Parent's Gold Choice Award) and is currently in development as a film. For more information, please 

visit her website at www.SarahWeeks.com. 

On Tuesday, March 17, students in grades 3, 4 and 5 will meet with author Bruce Coville.  Bruce 

previously visited Liberty Corner School back in 2010, and we are thrilled to have him back.  Bruce has 

published over 100 books, which have appeared in over a dozen countries around the world and sold more 

than sixteen million copies.   His more popular titles include The Moongobble and Me series, The Sixth 

Grade Alien Series, The Unicorn Chronicles, and The Magic Shop Books. He can be found online at 

www.brucecoville.com.  

Wednesday, March 18, we will welcome Lee Harper to Liberty Corner School.  Lee is the award-winning 

picture book author/illustrator of the books Coyote, The Emperor’s Cool Clothes, and Snow! Snow! Snow!  

Lee is also the artist behind Woolbur, by Leslie Helakoski, Turkey Claus and Turkey Trouble by Wendi 

Silvano, and Looking for the Easy Life by Walter Dean Myers.  Lee's most recent honor was the 2013 

Library of Michigan 'Michigan Reads! Award' for Woolbur.  Mr. Harper will be meeting with 

Kindergarteners and grades 1 and 2.  His website is leeharperart.com.  

The PTO is sponsoring a book sale of selected titles from each author.  You can provide your child with a 

lasting memory of this special event by purchasing one or more books and having the book(s) 

personalized for your child by the author.  Descriptions of the books being offered are provided in this 

handout and many of the books are available in the library for your review.  Please keep in mind that you 

may order a book(s) by any author regardless of which author(s) your child is seeing.   

To place an order, please complete the attached order form (please use one order form per student) and 

return it to the office along with one check per family made out to Liberty Corner PTO in an envelope 

marked “PTO – Wizards of Words.”  Please place the one check and all order forms in the same 

envelope.  Orders must be returned no later than February 11, 2015.  Due to ordering time 

constraints, late requests cannot be accommodated. 

Please use one order form per student.  If your book is to be inscribed to more than one child, please 

indicate which student is to be presented with the book.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Elizabeth Michels at elizabethmichels4@gmail.com or Mie Holmqvist at mg_holmqvist@yahoo.com.  



SARAH WEEKS BOOKS:  (seeing grades 1-5) 

Picture Books 

Mrs. McNosh Hangs Up Her Wash.   Mrs. McNosh hangs up her wash with such gusto that her 

clothesline ends up holding the dog, a Christmas wreath, a kite, and other odd items. 

Drip Drop.  A nighttime rainstorm sends Pip Squeak scrambling to catch the drips pouring through his 

leaky roof. But the drops just won't stop, and soon it's wetter inside the house than out! 

Pip Squeak.   A visit from his friend Max turns Pip Squeak into a cleaning whirlwind. He scrubs and 

brushes and vacuums and flushes until his house is perfectly neat. But wouldn't you know it, after all that 

hard work, Max doesn't even wipe his feet before he comes inside! And that's only the beginning. Before 

long, Pip Squeak's house is a complete disaster. 

 

Mac and Cheese and the Perfect Plan.   Mac and Cheese have the perfect plan to get to the beach until 

they realize they will have to make the beach come to them. 

Chapter Books/Novels  

 

Regular Guy.  Guy is convinced that his parents aren’t really his parents.  They’re too weird!  Was he 

switched at birth? (Grades 2-5) 

Oggie Cooder.  Oggie Cooder has a talent — he can charve better than anyone else in Truman 

Elementary School. (Charving, for the uninitiated, is the carving of a piece of cheese with one’s teeth.) 

Oggie doesn’t think this is anything special — but his whole school will soon be disagreeing with him. 

After he inadvertently charves during a nationwide hunt for unusual talents, his charving puts him on the 

path to fame and fortune. Suddenly, he’s the star of the school . . . but he’s not sure that he wants to shine 

that way. (Grades 2-5) 

 

Oggie Cooder, Party Animal.  Oggie Cooder has never set foot (or swim fin) in his neighbor Donnica 

Perfecto’s swimming pool. But now he has his chance – it’s Donnica’s birthday, and her mom has forced 

her to invite Oggie to the pool party! Donnica, though, isn’t about to let this happen. She has a plan to 

keep Oggie away. But what she doesn’t count on is the power of Oggie’s charving, an unexpected visit 

from a local rock band, a creative use of a cherry picker, a dog that tweets like a bird, and a boy in a bear 

suit whose identity will change everything when it’s revealed. (Grades 2-5) 

Honey.  For as long as Melody can remember, it’s always been just her and her dad, but things are about 

to change. Meanwhile, a dog named Mo arrives in town looking for the girl of his dreams. If only he 

knew who she was… (Grades 3-5) 

As Simple As It Seems.  Verbena Colter knows she’s bad news.  Trouble from the get go.   How could 

she not be, with a family like hers? But Verbie doesn’t want to be mean.  She wishes she could be 

somebody, anybody other than who she is.  Enter, Pooch, a flatlander boy visiting for the summer. When 

Pooch and his mother rent the “haunted house” next door, Verbie takes the opportunity to pretend to be 

someone else entirely.  And what starts out as a game leads Verbie into a surprising and heartwarming 

journey of self-discovery. (Grades 4-5) 



So B. It.  Heidi has a lucky streak that has a way of pointing her in the right direction.  When a 

mysterious word begins to haunt her, Heidi embarks on a cross-country journey in search of the secrets of 

her past. (Grades 4-5) 

 

BOOKS BY BRUCE COVILLE:  (all for grades 3, 4 and 5) 

My Teacher is an Alien.  Bruce’s all-time best seller.  Susan Simmons can tell that her new substitute 

teacher is really weird. But she doesn’t know how weird until she catches him peeling off his face—and 

she realizes that “Mr. Smith” is really an alien!   

The Monster’s Ring.  Bruce will use this book in his presentations.  It all starts when Russell Crannaker 

buys a “monster’s ring” from weird old Mr. Elives. Russell is sure the ring is just a silly magic trick—but 

he follows the instructions anyway, and slips it on his finger. Then he whispers the magic chant, twists the 

ring once, and suddenly he’s sprouting horns! Hair covers his face and hands. Russell has become… a 

monster! 

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher.  A companion to The Monster’s Ring.  If Howard Morton and 

Freddie the Frog Killer were trying to hold you down so that Mary Lou Hutton could kiss you, you might 

run as fast as Jeremy Thatcher did the day he stumbled into Mr. Elives’ Magic Shop.  And if you 

stumbled into that strange shop, you, too might be asked to make a choice. What would you buy? The 

Chinese rings? The Skull of Truth? Or the dragon’s egg?  And if you did buy the dragon’s egg, what 

would you do when you found out you were supposed to hatch it? 

The Dragon of Doom.  Edward is bored with life in the little town of Pigbone. Then Moongobble the 

Magician and his faithful toad, Urk, move into the cottage on the hill.  Soon Edward has a job helping 

Moongobble. And Moongobble needs a lot of help, because it turns out he is not a very good magician. 

(His spells keep turning things into cheese!)  Edward has never been so busy—or so happy. But then 

someone threatens to stop Moongobble from ever casting another spell. Edward can't let that happen. 

He'll do anything to save his friend's magic—even face the deadly, dreaded Dragon of Doom. 

The Evil Elves. Moongobble has successfully completed two of his three Mighty Tasks: He's collected 

the Golden Acorns of Alcoona and bottled the tears of the Weeping Werewolf. There's only one more 

Mighty Task to go and Moongobble will become a member of the Society of Magicians. But this might 

be the most difficult one of them all. Moongobble must go deep into the Great Forest of Boodle to 

recover the Queen's Belly Button, a magical stone that was plucked off an ancient statue by a band of 

elves. The Belly Button has the power to tempt its owner to do evil things—and those elves have been 

causing trouble left and right. 

 

The DragonSlayers. � When Grizelda decides to get revenge on King Mildred, she doesn’t go halfway. 

She makes the fiercest dragon the kingdom has ever seen.  Now someone’s got to kill the thing. But the 

knights are all too frightened, which leaves the job to an old squire, a young page boy, and the most 

willful princess who ever strapped on a sword.   

Goblins in the Castle.  Toad-in-a-Cage Castle was filled with secrets—secrets such as the hidden 

passages that led to every room, the long stairway that wound down to the dungeon, and the weird 

creature named Igor who lived there. But it was the mysterious night noises that bothered William the 

most—the strange moans that drifted through the halls of the castle where he was raised.  He wanted to 

know what caused them.  Then one night he found out… 



Aliens Ate My Homework.  “I cannot tell a lie,” says Rod Allbright. And it’s the truth. Ask him a 

question, and he’s bound to give you an honest answer. Which is why when his teacher asks what 

happened to last night’s math assignment, Rod has to make the only answer he can: “Aliens at my 

homework, Miss Maloney!”  Of course, no one believes Rod this time, so they don’t bother to ask him 

why the aliens are here—which is just a swell, since he is sworn to silence about their secret mission, and 

the fact that he has been drafted to help them! 

The Monsters of Morley Manor.  Question: How do you mix together werewolves, vampires, mad 

scientists, wizards, aliens ghosts, ancient curses, giant frogs, evil clones, fallen angels, zombie warriors… 

and two clever kids in whose hands rests the fate of the Earth?  Answer: Just add water. 

Into the Land of the Unicorns. E Eight!… Nine!… Ten!  As each bell chime sounds, Cara pushes 

herself faster up the steep bell tower steps that lead to the roof. Eleven! She must be on the roof when the 

next bell tolls. As she races up the stairs. Cara can’t believe everything that has happened. Wasn’t it just a 

few minutes ago that she and Grandmother Morris were peacefully walking home from the library? When 

did that mysterious man start to follow them? What does he want? Where did he come from? Who is he? 

Twelve! The ringing bell brings Cara back to the moment. Gramma told her what she must do! With a 

deep breath, and only half believing she will be safe, Cara jumps off the church roof and into the 

adventure of her lifetime—into the Land of Luster, the world of the unicorns.  In Luster, Cara meets the 

Dimblethum, the Squijum, and the most magnificent of all the inhabitants, Lightfoot, a rebellious young 

unicorn. Together the new friends set out on a quest—to reach the Unicorn Queen and prevent the 

destruction of all unicorns. 

Always October.  No doubt about it, little brothers can be monsters. When sixth grader Jake Doolittle 

finds a baby on the doorstep and his mother decides to keep it, those words are more than just an 

expression. Instead, they perfectly describe the way his new little brother, LD, sprouts pointy ears, thick 

fur, and fangs in moonlight.  Not only is LD a monster… other monsters have plans for him. But together 

with his friend "Weird Lily" Carker, Jake isn't about to let anything happen to the baby. The little guy is 

still his brother, even if it turns out that LD may be the key to saving the world—or destroying it.  Soon 

Jake and Lily are on a perilous quest through Always October, a world populated with monsters ranging 

from the venomous to the ridiculous.  

LEE HARPER BOOKS: (all for grades K, 1 and 2) 

Turkey Trouble.  Turkey is in trouble. Bad trouble. The kind of trouble where it's almost Thanksgiving . 

. . and you're the main course. But Turkey has an idea--what if he doesn't look like a turkey? What if he 

looks like another animal instead?  After many hilarious attempts, Turkey comes up with the perfect 

disguise to make this Thanksgiving the best ever! 

 

Turkey Claus.   Turkey is in trouble.  Again.  Can Santa save the day?  It’s an adventure full of disguises 

and surprises.   

Woolbur.  Woolbur is not like other sheep. He hangs out with wild dogs, cards his own wool to avoid the 

shearing barn, and even dyes his wool blue. "Don't worry!" says Grandpaa when Maa and Paa fret that 

Woolbur is different. But when they tell their son to follow the flock, the opposite happens—the flock 

follows him! Soon everyone is copying his wild hairstyles and taking turns on the spinning wheel. Leave 

it to Woolbur to find a new way to step ahead of the herd. 

The Emperor’s Cool Clothes.  This is a funny adaptation of the Hans Christian Anderson tale.   

 

Snow! Snow! Snow!   This is Lee Harper’s authorial debut about sledding with his children.  It is his 

favorite book to read to the very young.  


